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A member-focused, digital round-up
of breaking news and timely updates

Upcoming Training
Events

To view the agenda for each event
or to register online, please visit
https://bit.ly/nyaotevents

2025 Fall Planning & Zoning School Dates &
Locations

Join us for a mix of training from NYAOT staff

and industry professionals on important topics
pertaining to planning and zoning board member
positions. Breakfast provided at each location.
Sessions begin at 8 a.m. and end at noon. See below
for full listing of sessions.

Sept. 2 | Binghamton
Sept. 13 | Lake George
Oct. 1| East Aurora
Oct. 9 | Kingston

Grant Assistance Program (GAP)
Workshops and Consultations

At each location, a featured guest consultant will
present an overview of the state’s grant process
and things to know when getting ready to apply for
grants, followed by the option to take advantage of a
one-on-one consultation.

August 21 | Greater Rochester Area
(TODAY IS LAST DAY TO REGISTER)

August 25 | Capital Region

August 27 | Hudson Valley

August 28 | North Country
September 9 | Mohawk Valley

Application Period for Rural
Funding Opens Sept. 8

.  $54.2 Million Available for Rural and Tribal Assistance Pilot
Program

The Rural and Tribal Assistance Pilot Program (RTA) Notice of
Funding Opportunity (NOFO) provides up to $54.2 million in
no-match grants on a first-come, first-serve basis to support legal,
technical, and financial advisors to help advance infrastructure
projects in rural and tribal communities. This amended NOFO
combines Fiscal Years (FY) 2024 and 2025 program funds, with

a $20 million set-aside for Tribes. Applications will be accepted
beginning on September 8, 2025, at 2:00 p.m. ET, via an online
application portal that will be accessible through this webpage.
Applicants are not required to submit materials on grants.gov.

Interested entities can review the NOFO to draft responses in
advance of the application portal opening on September 8,
2025.The Build America Bureau is unable to consider previously
submitted applications. If you are interested in this funding
opportunity, you must submit a new application. The application
portal will close on October 8, 2025, at 11:59 p.m. ET.

The Build America Bureau will hold an informational webinar
on August 26, 2025, at 2:00 p.m. ET. Register for the webinar.

FORE - Tee Off for a Cause!

Join us at the NYMEF Golf Tournament — where every swing
supports NYAOT's mission to strengthen towns across New York.

Network with municipal leaders
Support New York’s towns & communities

Enjoy a great fall day at Pinehaven this October 6th in
Guilderland, NY!

The New York Municipal Empowerment Foundation (NYMEF)

is organized to support and strengthen local governments in
New York by promoting workforce development and increasing
civic engagement. Through collaboration with localities,
educational institutions, state municipal leagues, and community
organizations, NYMEF seeks to build a skilled and informed
workforce and community that enhances the effectiveness and
sustainability of local government. Supporting the Foundation
means supporting the work NYAOT does for all of New York's
towns. Register online today via www.nymef.com.



https://bit.ly/nyaotevents
https://www.transportation.gov/sites/buildamerica.dot.gov/files/2025-08/FINAL%20RTA%20NOFO%20AMENDMENTv3.pdf
https://www.transportation.gov/sites/buildamerica.dot.gov/files/2025-08/FINAL%20RTA%20NOFO%20AMENDMENTv3.pdf
https://www.transportation.gov/sites/buildamerica.dot.gov/files/2025-08/FINAL%20RTA%20NOFO%20AMENDMENTv3.pdf
https://usdot.zoomgov.com/webinar/register/WN_fo0od-5RQky6YP3q0uMUYQ
https://www.nymef.com/events/nymef-golf-tournament-fundraiser-2?fbclid=IwY2xjawMRmbpleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETEyazN3OFFPbkxXOVRPczhuAR6LiLMIOcp9BA_HVPS5EwW_bbuzuY4dC1C_YqK4nFdBbTUB2ofGtbotjzd06w_aem_zGVkT8hozyjoh7RDdv6dqQ

Awards Season is Coming!

It’s time to recognize YOU!

1. Public Servant Meritorious Award

Honoring exceptional dedication and service to
community through public leadership

This award honors an individual who has
demonstrated exceptional dedication and service

to their community. The recipient will have shown
outstanding commitment to public service,
significantly improving the quality of life for residents
through innovative initiatives or sustained excellence
in their duties.

Criteria:

« Must be an elected or appointed official in a town
within NYS.

- Demonstrates a strong commitment to public service
and community betterment.

« Shows innovation in solving local issues or improving
public services.

« Exhibits leadership qualities and the ability to inspire
others.

+ Has made a significant, positive impact on the
community through their work.

« Up to one per region (as defined by the NYS Regional
Map) may be awarded.

Link to nomination form

2. Innovation in Local Government Award

Celebrating forward-thinking practices that enhance
efficiency, transparency, and service in town government

The Innovation in Local Government Award recognizes
an elected, appointed town official (including staff)

or a town that has implemented innovative practices
or programs that have significantly improved
government operations or services. This award
celebrates creativity, forward-thinking solutions,

and the effective use of technology to enhance local
government functions.

Criteria:

» Must be an elected, appointed town official
(including staff) or a town within NYS.

- Implementation of innovative initiatives or programs
with measurable positive outcomes.

- Creative use of technology to improve government
services and operations.

» Replicable models that can be adopted by other local
governments.

« Positive impact on the efficiency, effectiveness, and
transparency of local government.

» Engagement of community stakeholders in the
innovation process and/or transparency.

« Up to one per region (as defined by the NYS Regional
Map) may be awarded.

Link to nomination form

Both of the above awards will be selected by Awards
Committee. Deadline to Submit: November 15.

Questions regarding each award may be directed
to NYAOT Director of Communications & Member
Engagement Libby Schirmer via email Ischirmer@
nytowns.org.

3. Towns of Excellence Program
Celebrating What Makes Your Town Exceptional

The New York Association of Towns is proud to launch
the Towns of Excellence Program, a new initiative
recognizing towns that exemplify outstanding
leadership, innovation, and community commitment
across New York State. The Towns of Excellence
Program honors towns that go above and beyond in
the areas that matter most to strong, thriving local
government, including:

Economic Development | Sustainability and sound
planning | Community Engagement | Quality of
Life | Governance and Transparency | Workforce
Development

Towns that meet baseline good governance criteria
(like timely filings and training attendance) and
demonstrate excellence in one or more categories

will be eligible to receive Gold, Silver, or Bronze
recognition and designation as a Town of Excellence.
After three years of Gold Status, Towns will be in the
running to be selected as the annual “PLATINUM Town
of Excellence”

Link to application
Deadline: November 1, 2025

Let's shine a spotlight on the extraordinary work
happening in towns in New York. We look forward to
celebrating your successes! Please reach out to Katie
Hodgdon with any questions regarding the program
or your application at khodgdon@nytowns.org.



https://forms.gle/PwdnATrKNswkY485A
https://forms.gle/Hsm6ZsN3mFNCAWd58
https://forms.gle/FiGCm1jCw1HHjxsaA

NYSEFC Small/Rural Sewer Projects and
Drinking Water Treatment Grants Deadline Approaching

»  Applications Due September 12

Enhanced Awards Continue for Sewer Projects in Small, Rural Communities and for Treatment of Emerging

Contaminants in Drinking Water

New York State Environmental Facilities Corporation President & CEO Maureen A. Coleman announced the
application period is open for $325 million in state grants for critical water infrastructure projects. The next
round of the Water Infrastructure Improvement and Intermunicipal Water Infrastructure Grant programs deliv-
ers on Governor Kathy Hochul’s clean water funding commitments. This infusion of funds will continue to help
make water infrastructure investments more affordable for local governments, strengthen resiliency, protect
drinking water, and create jobs in the manufacturing, engineering, construction, plant operations, and related
industry sectors. Complete eligibility information and application materials are available on EFC’s website at
www.efc.ny.gov/wiia. Grant applications and required supporting documentation must be submitted by 5

p.m. on September 12.

Time Travelers Wanted: Tell Your
Town’s Tale for the USA’s 250th Bash!

As our nation approaches its 250th anniversary

in 2026, the New York Association of Towns is
launching a special documentary project to
spotlight the vital role towns have played in shaping
our country — past, present, and future.

We believe the best way to honor America’s legacy
is by recognizing the towns that built it — you,

our member towns. Whether it’s a centuries-old
founding story, a local tradition that still thrives, or a
pivotal moment when your town contributed to the
nation’s development, we want to hear it.

Earlier this year, we invited towns
across New York to submit 500-
750 word essays highlighting
their place in the American

story. The response so far has

We welcome additional submissions from member
towns interested in participating. Please email your
submission to submissions@nytowns.org

In the meantime, be sure to register for our 2026
Annual Meeting & Training School, where history
meets high tech, with the 250th birthday of
America acting as an inspirational backdrop to our
refomatted training and networking conference.
Check out our 2026 conference page, which will
be your go-to spot for all conference news and

updates, here.

2026 Annual Meeting &
Training School
Online registration is open!
WWW.nytowns.org

been encouraging—but we
are still accepting submissions.
The deadline to submit is by
November!

Selected towns will be featured
in our upcoming documentary,
“The Builders of America:
How Towns Have Shaped Our
Country.”

Finalists will receive a visit from
NYAOT staff, cameras in hand, for
on-site interviews and footage.
The completed film will premiere
at our 2026 Annual Meeting and
be shared statewide as part of the
nation’s 250th commemoration.

Celebrating 250 Years of Local Leadership and Shaping Tomorrow’s Towns

wpe e
DA

February 15 -17, 2026

NY Marriott Marquis

Legacy in Motion: From Strong Foundations to

Bold Futures


https://www.nytowns.org/Towns/Towns/2026-Annual-Meeting---Training-School.aspx?hkey=1c4b2daf-99e6-46f2-b9bb-01c15db1d721
https://www.nytowns.org/Towns/Towns/2026-Annual-Meeting---Training-School.aspx?hkey=1c4b2daf-99e6-46f2-b9bb-01c15db1d721
https://www.nytowns.org/Towns/Towns/2026-Annual-Meeting---Training-School.aspx?hkey=1c4b2daf-99e6-46f2-b9bb-01c15db1d721

THE COMP ALLIANCE SAFETY CORNER
Tools and Tips to Protect against Hearing Loss

It's vital to use hearing protection when there are high noise
levels in the workplace. OSHA's noise standard, specifically 29
CFR 1910.95, sets limits on noise exposure in the workplace to
protect employees from hearing loss. The permissible exposure
limit (PEL) is an eight-hour time-weighted average (TWA) of 90
dBA. Additionally, exposure to sound producing an impulse level

of 140 dBA is damaging and requires hearing protection.

A great app to consider for monitoring your work environment noise levels is the NIOSH SLM (sound level
meter). It checks sound levels, alerts users to hazards, and notifies them when personal protective equipment

(PPE) is necessary.

PPE for noise protection can include any of the following, some used in combination:

e Disposable ear inserts

e Earplugs (usually reusable with connection bands)

e Earmuffs

e Noise-cancelling earmuffs (electronically activated)

NY Appellate Court Upholds Negative Declaration for Amherst
Redevelopment, Rejecting SEQRA and Referral Challenges

By Patricia Salkin on August 18, 2025

This post was authored by Amy Lavine, Esq.

In Matter of Fruehauf & Chateau Homeowners
for A Clean Environment, Inc. v Town of Amherst,
2025 NY Slip Op 04411 (4th Dept 7/25/25), the
Appellate Division, Fourth Department affirmed
the dismissal of a SEQRA challenge to a proposed
commercial redevelopment in the Town of
Ambherst, concluding that the planning board
satisfied its environmental review obligations
and that no procedural errors required reversal.
The case involved the planning board’s May
issuance of a negative declaration under SEQRA
for a redevelopment project that included

the demolition and rebuilding of an existing
residence, garage, and a retail building known
as the Squire Shop. Nearby property owners and
the members of a local environmental group
challenged the determination, alleging that

the planning board had failed to take a hard
look at issues such as traffic, neighborhood
compatibility, and preservation of potentially
historic structures.

While the court agreed on appeal that the

petitioners had standing and their claims
relating to traffic, noise, and neighborhood
safety were not moot, it rejected their claims
that the planning board’s SEQRA review was
substantively or procedurally deficient. Instead,
the court found that the planning board had
adequately identified areas of environmental
concern, taken the requisite “hard look,”and
offered a reasoned elaboration in support of its
negative declaration.

The court also dismissed the petitioners’ claim
that the town had violated General Municipal
Law § 239-m by failing to re-refer the revised
project to the Erie County Planning Department,
holding that no new referral was required
because the changes made to the project were
within the scope of the original referral. Finally,
the court declined to consider new arguments
concerning the town’s Historic Preservation Law,
as the issue was improperly raised for the first
time on appeal.

Matter of Fruehauf & Chateau Homeowners for A
Clean Environment, Inc. v Town of Amherst, 2025
NY Slip Op 04411 (4th Dept 7/25/25)
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